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Everyday Treasures, Endless
Possibilities
The central idea
Creativity can begin when children notice new possibilities in familiar materials.
Adults support that process by choosing safe resources, making room for different
kinds of imagination, and protecting time for observation, experimentation, and
revision.

Familiar materials can invite unfamiliar possibilities. A child may see a structure,
pattern, character, or tool where an adult sees an ordinary object. Creativity
includes noticing, investigating, revising, and making connections; it does not
require an attractive finished product. Different children may express imagination
through movement, arrangement, storytelling, construction, or quiet observation.

The brief gives adults an active role in choosing safe resources while leaving the
use of those resources open. Stepping back means allowing decisions and
experimentation, not disappearing. A child may need practical help, information, an
accommodation, or a break. Frustration and mistakes can sometimes inform a
process, but they need not be manufactured or prolonged.

Ideas for everyday practice
Prepare a small selection of suitable materials. Consider how they feel, combine,
balance, or change, while checking each item's condition and suitability. Offer an
invitation that suggests a starting point without prescribing what the child must
make.

Observe before adding a question or solution. Describe a choice you notice, offer
help when it is wanted or necessary, and allow repetition or a changed plan.
Themes can open possibilities, but they should not become instructions for one
correct result.

Look to nature for ideas without treating it as a supply closet. Shapes, patterns, and
structures can be explored through photographs, drawings, and observation.
Discuss what can remain where it belongs and how to gather only what is safe and
permitted.
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One small invitation
Make a Safe Wonder Basket with a few adult-approved materials or
representations. Invite the child to explore what they could become. There is no
model to copy, required story, or obligation to keep the result.

Learn · Connect · Grow
Learn. What possibilities is the child noticing?

Connect. Would help, information, space, or a different material be useful?

Grow. What changed as the child investigated or revised an idea?

Care and safety
Match materials to age, abilities, and mouthing. Exclude small choking hazards,
batteries, magnets, unsafe strings or film, sharp glass or staples, contaminants, and
unknown plants. Adults supervise and check collection rules. Use images when real
objects are unsuitable.

These are possibilities for practice, not prescribed outcomes or guaranteed results.
This abstract is educational and does not replace individualized professional advice.
Seek appropriate emergency or crisis assistance when anyone may be in
immediate danger.

Continue reading
Read the full brief and its research sources
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